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Trip report compiled by tour leader: Glen Valentine 
 

Tour Participants: Roy Poucher, Hope Kanaley, Ralph and Debbie Sugg, Ella Pennington, Randy 

Frank, Linda Nakamura Oberholzer, Star Howard, John Kelly and Linda Peters 

 

Top 10 birds and top 5 mammals as voted for by the tour participants for both the Zululand and 

Western Cape sections of the trip: 

 

10 favorite birds: 

 

1. Hadeda Ibis     6. Bateleur 

2. Cape Rockjumper    7. Little Bee-eater 

3. African Pygmy Kingfisher   8. Lesser Flamingo 

4. Crested Barbet     9. Fiery-necked Nightjar 

5. African Penguin    10. Shy Albatross 

 

Species that nearly made the top 10: 

 

Green Wood Hoopoe; African Paradise Flycatcher; Common Ostrich; Blue Crane; Blue Waxbill and 

Lilac-breasted Roller 

 

5 favorite mammals: 

 

1. Lion 

2. Cheetah 

3. Giraffe 

4. African Elephant 

5. White Rhinoceros 

 

Species that nearly made the top 5: 

 

Cape Porcupine; Rock Hyrax and Honey Badger 

 

In total, 44 species of bird and 15 species of mammal received at least one vote each 
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Tour Summary: 
 

Western Cape: 

 

After an immensely productive and enjoyable eastern leg 

of this South African birding and wildlife adventure with 

Adam Riley, we met up at Durban International Airport 

and boarded our domestic flight destined for Cape Town. 

The flight was punctual and rather uneventful and we 

arrived in Cape Town on a lovely, sunny afternoon, the 

perfect weather for a visit to the nearby Kirstenbosch 

Botanical Gardens. These beautiful gardens are nestled at 

the eastern base of Table Mountain with a fabulous view 

across much of Cape Town. A picturesque setting indeed 

and coupled with impeccably manicured gardens and 

some wonderful birds, it sure makes for a great 

introduction to the Cape and its unique flora and avifauna. 

Kirstenbosch is sunbird heaven and we were indulged by 

scores of Southern Double-collared Sunbirds, while the 

occasional Malachite and Orange-breasted Sunbird also 

put in an appearance along with a very quick, fly-over 

male Amethyst Sunbird. Several spectacular Cape 

Sugarbirds were also in attendance at the flowering 

proteas that dominate the upper reaches of the gardens. 

Cape Bulbul, Karoo Prinia and Cape Robin-Chat were all 

particularly vocal and showy and we also enjoyed excellent views of a number of other eye-catching 

species like African Olive Pigeon, Southern 

Boubou, Common and Swee Waxbills, Olive 

Thrush, Black Saw-wing, Cape White-eye, 

Forest and Cape Canaries and Cape Wagtail. 

Egyptian Goose, Hadeda Ibis and Helmeted 

Guineafowl cavorted on the lawns, while a 

handsome male Common Chaffinch sang 

away and fed about in the flower beds. 

Probably the biggest highlight of the afternoon 

however came when a regal, adult Spotted 

Eagle-Owl was seen perched on the back-rest 

of a wooden chair at the edge of the gardens, 

in full view right near the main entrance for all 

to admire! Amazing indeed and what a 

remarkably confiding individual! After a 

delightful afternoon of easy birding and 

photography around Kirstenbosch we 

continued the drive south across the Cape 

Peninsula towards the town of Noordhoek and our wonderful hotel in the Noordhoek Village that 

Cape Sugarbird in Kirstenbosch Botanical 

Gardens 

Southern Double-collared Sunbird in Kirstenbosch 

Botanical Gardens 
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would be our base for the next five nights. 

 

We awoke the next morning to beautiful clear 

skies and a slight breeze, perfect conditions for 

a pelagic trip! After meeting at the dock and 

running through a few safety formalities we 

boarded the boat and set out across False Bay 

towards Cape Point and out into the cold, 

churning waters of the Atlantic Ocean. The trip 

out provided us with awe-inspiring views across 

the Peninsula, Cape of Good Hope and Cape 

Point. We also encountered our first African 

Penguins, African Oystercatchers, Hartlaub’s 

and Kelp Gulls, Cape Gannets, Cape, Crowned 

and Bank Cormorants and Greater Crested 

Terns during the trip out to the point. By this 

stage the wind had picked up slightly and we 

departed the peninsula for the open ocean, the 

continental shelf and the trawling grounds with 

a growing swell and chop. Even on a fine day like today the ocean was rather rough with at least a three 

meter swell. They don’t call it the Cape of Storms for nothing! Surprisingly it took quite a while before 

we found our first albatross of the day and that came in the form of a Shy Albatross. A few White-

chinned Petrels and several Sooty Shearwaters made rather frequent fly-bys and we also watched a 

Parasitic Jaeger relentlessly harass Common and Sandwich Terns on one occasion. The numbers of 

seabirds then began to increase considerably as we neared a trawler that was parked around the edge of 

the continental shelf in an area known as Cape Canyon. The sheer number of  seabirds in the trawler’s 

wake was quite staggering indeed and the sky was soon filled with hundreds of White-chinned Petrels 

and dozens of Sooty and Great Shearwaters, 

Cape Petrels, Shy and Black-browed 

Albatrosses, Cape Gannets, Kelp Gull and 

Greater Crested Terns. We puttered and rocked 

our way through the melee and soon picked out 

our first of several Atlantic and Indian Yellow-

nosed Albatrosses, Northern and Southern 

Giant Petrels, Sabine’s Gull and Arctic Tern. 

Hundreds of Cape Fur Seal were also in 

attendance, competing for the fish scraps and 

were quite a sight to see! We left the amazing 

spectacle feeling a little over-whelmed but 

immensely satisfied with the experience and 

views of these wonderful seabirds and began 

the journey back to Simon’s Town, adding 

European and Wilson’s Storm Petrels along the 

way. Two major mammal highlights of our day 

out at sea was a close, family group of Humpback Whale and a single Bryde’s Whale that popped up 

briefly soon after entering False Bay on our return journey. Our journey back to the harbour also passed 

Black-browed Albatross on a Simon’s Town pelagic 

trip 

Orange-breasted Sunbird at Harold Porter Botanical 

Gardens 
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by the famous Boulders African Penguin colony and we also skirted a large cormorant nesting colony 

where we were treated to good, close views of nesting Bank Cormorants along with several hundred 

Cape Cormorants. We arrived at the dock in the late afternoon and headed out to the nearby 

Jonkersdam Nature Reserve. 

Unfortunately some dense cloud 

and fog had rolled in by the time 

we arrived and a cool breeze had 

also picked up, which made for 

some challenging birding. A Cape 

Grassbird called a few times but 

would not show itself but we did 

manage to obtain views of a family 

group of Bokmakierie and several 

Orange-breasted and Southern 

Double-collared Sunbirds, Karoo 

Prinia, Pied Crow and Familiar 

Chat.  

 

Our next full day of the trip was 

spent in the Tankwa Karoo where 

we managed to find a number of the area’s endemic specialties despite our limited time there. After a 

long but incredibly scenic drive and a few troops of Chacma Baboons along the way, we made our first 

birding stop in the Karoopoort Gorge where we pursued 

the endemic Namaqua Warbler that eventually showed 

quite well after a lengthy search. This stop also produced a 

number of other note-worthy species such as a rather 

confiding Layard’s Warbler, an unexpected but much 

appreciated Cape Penduline Tit, several Yellow and 

White-throated Canaries, a pair of African Reed Warblers, 

Karoo Prinia, Grey-backed Cisticola, Cape and Lark-like 

Buntings, Southern Masked Weaver, Common Waxbill, 

Cape Sparrow and Karoo Scrub Robin. Thereafter we 

wound our way through the gorge and entered the Karoo 

proper. We made frequent road-side stops throughout the 

morning and these turned up specialties like the pretty and 

dainty Fairy Flycatcher, Chestnut-vented Warbler, 

Mountain Wheatear, fleeting Dusky Sunbird, the nomadic 

Black-headed Canary, Bokmakierie, Southern Fiscal, 

African Fish Eagle, Jackal Buzzard, Greater Striped 

Swallow, Ant-eating Chat, Large-billed and Karoo Larks, 

the scarce Karoo Eremomela, the beautiful Rufous-eared 

Warbler, brilliantly-colored European Bee-eater and Pririt 

Batis. A pair of Booted Eagle was spotted soaring 

overhead along the drive north and we were also thrilled to 

encounter several extremely handsome Pale Chanting 

Goshawks. After a picnic lunch a little further under the acacia trees in Skitterykloof we began our 

Rufous-eared Warbler in the Tankwa 

Karoo 

View across the Cape Peninsula 
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journey back to Ceres, stopping for Karoo Chat, Brown-throated Martin and Red-faced Mousebird 

along the way. Just before arriving at Ceres we pulled over for a quick scan of a small lake where we 

added African Spoonbill, Little 

Egret, Red-knobbed Coot, Yellow-

billed Duck, Red-billed Teal, Great 

Crested Grebe and Reed Cormorant 

to the ever-growing list. A quick 

stop in Ceres and we were on the 

road back towards Cape Town but 

this time we took a different route, 

through the wheatlands and past 

Malmesbury in search for one of the 

country’s most special, attractive 

and sought-after birds, a regional 

endemic species and South Africa’s 

National Bird: the elegant Blue 

Crane. This decision proved most 

worthwhile as we managed to find 

several of these stately birds during the drive. Large numbers of Blacksmith Lapwing and Hadeda Ibis 

also occupied the fields while our drive past the extensive Rietvlei Wetland Reserve in the late 

afternoon yielded staggering numbers of several iconic waterbirds such as Greater Flamingo, Great 

White Pelican, African Sacred Ibis, African Darter and Caspian Tern. A fitting way to end a long but 

immensely productive and bird-filled day! 

 

The next day was another early start in order to make the most of our full day in the West Coast 

National Park. Our journey there took us via the Darling area where a few delays for roadworks gave 

us interesting species like Large-billed Lark, Spur-winged Goose, Capped Wheatear and Jackal 

Buzzard. A scheduled coffee and comfort stop 

also produced a few new and exciting birds 

around the small pond adjacent to the petrol 

station. We were delighted to find Cape 

Shoveler here, along with Three-banded 

Plover, nesting Cape Weavers and a pair of 

Little Rush Warblers. Eventually we arrived at 

West Coast National Park in the early to mid-

morning. Unfortunately some dense, low 

cloud and drizzle had moved in on the west 

coast but this enabled us to see a pair of 

Steenbok lying out in the open that was a 

wonderful surprise! This less-than-ideal 

birding weather soon lifted though and we 

were to enjoy another wonderfully mild and 

sunny day in the Western Cape. Our first port 

of call within West Coast National Park was 

the Abrahamskraal Hide. Along the drive to 

the hide we found several Angulated Tortoises at the roadside, while the hide provided some excellent 

Black Harrier in West Coast National Park 

View of Cape Point 
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birding and we were able to enjoy good, close views of Cape Shoveler, African Spoonbill, Little Grebe, 

African Rail, Cape Weaver and Southern Red Bishop in immaculate full breeding plumage, an African 

Marsh Harrier that quartered low over the 

reedbeds and a nesting White-throated 

Swallow. Leaving Abrahamskraal we continued 

along the Postberg Road and found several 

family groups of Common Ostrich that included 

a number of tiny chicks. Immensely cute 

indeed! Several Black Harriers – a real West 

Coast specialty - were also encountered, as 

were Cape Spurfowl and Black-winged Kite, 

while a short birding stop around Tsarsbank 

yielded a number of noteworthy species such as 

Karoo Scrub Robin (immensely confiding), 

Cape Bunting, Bokmakierie, Pied Starling, 

Rock Kestrel, Banded Martin, Bar-throated 

Apalis and a pair of nesting Grey Tit all in the 

surrounding, scrubby Strandveld habitat. The 

adjacent lagoon was also productive and 

harboured fair numbers of Greater Flamingo and a few Common Ringed and Grey Plovers, Bar-tailed 

Godwit, Whimbrel, Black-winged Stilt, Pied Avocet and several hundred roosting Common Terns. 

After another superb morning in the glorious Cape we found ourselves at the famous Geelbek 

Restaurant in the heart of the park for another sumptuous and hearty lunch. The nearby Geelbek Hide at 

the edge of Langebaan Lagoon afforded us excellent views across the lagoon that teemed with migrant 

shorebirds and besides many of the already-mentioned waders seen at Tsarsbank we also added Marsh 

Sandpiper, Common Greenshank, Ruddy Turnstone, Sanderling, Little Stint, Curlew Sandpiper and 

Kittlitz’s Plover. Small numbers of Lesser Flamingo were also seen here and gave us superb views in 

the beautiful afternoon light. Leaving the Geelbek area we drove into the northern section of the 

reserve in the late afternoon and managed to find a Spotted Thick-knee amongst a covey of Cape 

Spurfowl, two huge herds of impressive Eland (the world’s largest antelope) and a male and two 

female Southern Black Korhaans from the Seeberg Viewpoint. Alas it was time to bid farewell to West 

Coast National Park and make our way back to our now-familiar and very comfortable hotel in 

Noordhoek.  

 

Our final day around the Cape Peninsula saw us heading out east towards the towering Hottentots 

Holland Mountains that rise up almost vertically right from the edge of the ocean. Our main target 

species here was the Cape Rockjumper and these endemic gems did not disappoint as they afforded us 

amazing and prolonged views in their unique, jumbled boulder and fynbos habitat. We also found a pair 

of Cape Rock Thrush here, as well as Red-winged Starling, Cape Bunting, Grey-backed Cisticola, 

Karoo Prinia, Orange-breasted and Southern Double-collared Sunbirds, several spectacular Cape 

Sugarbirds, Familiar Chat, Cape Bulbul and several vocal and confiding Cape Grassbirds. After a 

successful early morning we continued our journey east towards the small coastal town of Betty’s Bay 

where we visited the Stony Point African Penguin colony and the well-appointed and bird-rich 

botanical gardens of Harold Porter. Hundreds of African Penguins straddled the beach at Stony Point 

and made for superb photographic opportunities and we also enjoyed the multitude of cormorants, 

comprising three different species: Cape (by far the most abundant), White-breasted (second most 

African Penguins at Stony Point penguin colony 
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common) and the endangered Bank Cormorant. African Oystercatchers also lay about the rocks, while 

Cape Wagtails flitted around the boardwalk. Plenty of endearing Rock Hyrax lay about sunning 

themselves on the rocks around the colony and we also encountered a brightly-coloured male Southern 

Rock Agama, as well as several 

endemic Cape Girdled Lizards. 

At Harold Porter we traversed 

the rather small (at least in 

comparison to Kirstenbosch) 

and manageable gardens and 

found amazing numbers of Cape 

Sugarbirds and Orange-breasted 

and Southern Double-collared 

Sunbirds feeding on the 

abundant, flowering Ericas and 

Proteas. We also found a few 

pairs of African Dusky and 

Fiscal Flycatchers, Bar-throated 

Apalis and Cape Siskin. 

Brimstone and Cape Canaries 

sang from the surrounding 

bushes, while a male Cape Batis was less cooperative and only showed briefly. The devilishly shy and 

secretive Victorin’s Warblers was heard throughout the fynbos habitat that lines the streams and 

blankets the slopes at the edge of the gardens but despite our best efforts we were unable to obtain any 

kind of view of this species. After another enjoyable lunch we departed the gardens and began the drive 

to Strandfontein Sewage Works for some late afternoon birding. Another quick stop in at Rooiels to try 

our luck at finding the elusive Ground Woodpecker did not yield the quarry but did produce a lovely 

new antelope in the form of a Klipspringer, as well as more Cape Siskins and several Alpine and 

African Black Swifts. After skirting False Bay and enjoying more awe-inspiring scenery across the 

Cape Peninsula and the Hottentots-Holland Mountains we arrived at Strandfontein Sewage Works with 

limited time to scour the settling ponds for new waterbird species. However, despite our limited time 

there, we still managed to find and enjoy good views of huge numbers of Cape Shoveler, Cape Teal 

and Red-knobbed Coot along with smaller numbers of Southern Pochard, Red-billed Teal, Common 

Moorhen, Glossy Ibis and Black-necked Grebe. Several Whiskered Terns displaying their fine breeding 

plumage fed over the ponds along with Greater Crested Tern, while large numbers of Hartlaub’s Gull, 

African Sacred Ibis and Blacksmith Lapwing lounged about on the road and grassy banks. A little 

further on a massive flock of Greater Flamingo was encountered that also harboured a few Lesser 

Flamingos. Pied Avocet was also in attendance as was Black-winged Stilt. After another bird-rich, 

scenic and thoroughly enjoyable day we departed Strandfontein for the drive back to Noordhoek. Our 

route took us via the famous and scenically spectacular Chapman’s Peak drive that winds its way along 

the mountain-side and cliff-edge between Hout Bay and Noordhoek. The views across Hout Bay and 

Noordhoek Beach at sunset were truly spectacular and a fitting way to end this epic birding and natural 

history adventure around South Africa’s Western Cape.  

 

Thank you to everyone for making this yet another highly enjoyable, memorable and successful 

Rockjumper tour of South Africa. I hope to see you all again soon. 

 

View of Chapman’s Peak Drive 
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Photo credits: All photographs taken by Glen Valentine on previous Rockjumper birding tours of South Africa. 

 

ANNOTATED LIST OF BIRDS RECORDED (186 species (182 seen and 4 heard 

only)) 

 
Nomenclature and taxonomy follows the IOC List 6.3. Gill, F. and M. Wright. 2016. Birds of the 

World: Recommended English Names. Princeton NJ: Princeton University Press. Names in round 

brackets represent alternative names for the species.  

 

Key to abbreviations:  
 

E = South African Endemic, RE = Regional Endemic (Endemic to Southern Africa), RNE = Regional 

Near- Endemic (Near-Endemic to Southern Africa), BE = South African Breeding Endemic, H = Heard 

Only, I = Introduced 

 

NP = National Park, GR = Game Reserve, BG = Botanical Garden, SW = Sewage Works, NR = Nature 

Reserve 

 

Common Ostrich  Struthionidae 
Common Ostrich      Struthio camelus 

These huge birds and their chicks were seen at close range in West Coast NP. 

 

Swans, Geese & Ducks  Anatidae 
Spur-winged Goose     Plectropterus gambensis 

Three were seen in flight during the drive to West Coast NP. 

Egyptian Goose     Alopochen aegyptiaca 

These common birds were seen on most days of the tour. 

Cape Teal      Anas capensis 

Large numbers were seen at Strandfontein Sewage Works. 

Yellow-billed Duck     Anas undulata 

This duck was commonly recorded at various wetlands during the tour. 

Cape Shoveler (RE)     Anas smithii 

Several seen at and around West Coast NP with large numbers at Strandfontein Sewage Works. 

Red-billed Teal (Duck)    Anas erythrorhyncha 

Small numbers seen at several wetlands. 

Southern Pochard                                                     Netta erythrophthalma 

About 20 birds at Strandfontein Sewage Works. 

     

Guineafowl  Numididae 
Helmeted Guineafowl    Numida meleagris 

This pretty but common bird was seen every day in the Cape.      

 

Pheasants & Partridges  Phasianidae 
Cape Spurfowl (Francolin) (RE)   Pternistis capensis 
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Pairs and singletons were seen on four consecutive days. 

 

Penguins  Spheniscidae 
African Penguin (RE)                Spheniscus demersus 

These popular and endearing birds were seen well and up close in large numbers at Stony Point 

Penguin Colony. 

 

Austral Storm Petrels  Oceanitidae 
Wilson’s Storm Petrel    Oceanites oceanicus 

A single bird was seen during our pelagic trip out of Simon’s Town. 

 

Albatrosses  Diomedeidae 
Black-browed Albatross    Thalassarche melanophris 

Around 50 seen during our pelagic trip. 

Shy Albatross      Thalassarche cauta 

The commonest albatross off the Cape and seen in large numbers. 

Atlantic Yellow-nosed Albatross   Thalassarche chlorohynchos 

Good views were had of around 6 birds during our pelagic trip. 

Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross   Thalassarche carteri 

Several birds were seen well during our pelagic outing. 

 

Northern Storm Petrels  Hydrobatidae 
European Storm Petrel    Hydrobates pelagicus 

A single bird was seen during the pelagic trip. 

 

Shearwaters & Petrels  Procellariidae 
Southern Giant Petrel    Macronectes giganteus 

Good views of two birds during the Cape pelagic outing. 

Northern Giant Petrel    Macronectes halli 

Two birds were seen and at a much greater distance than the latter species. 

Cape (Pintado) Petrel    Daption capense 

About 20 birds were seen during the pelagic trip. A very striking bird! 

White-chinned Petrel    Procellaria aequinoctialis 

Hundreds of these petrels were encountered during the pelagic trip. 

Sooty Shearwater     Puffinus griseus 

Fair numbers were sighted during the Simon’s Town pelagic trip. 

Great Shearwater     Puffinus gravis 

Good numbers of these attractive seabirds were seen on passage of the Cape during the pelagic trip. 

 

Grebes  Podicipedidae 
Little Grebe (Dabchick)    Tachybaptus ruficollis 

A total of 7 seen over two days. 

Great Crested Grebe                                                Podiciceps cristatus 

Two birds found at a small pan near Ceres. 
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Black-necked (Eared) Grebe                                   Podiceps nigricollis 

Two of these handsome grebes in full breeding plumage were seen at Strandfontein Sewage Works. 

 

Flamingos  Phoenicopteridae 
Greater Flamingo     Phoenicopterus roseus 

Large numbers were encountered at West Coast, Rietvlei and at Strandfontein Sewage Works. 

Lesser Flamingo     Phoeniconaias minor 

Smaller numbers were seen with the latter species at Strandfontein and West Coast. 

 

Ibises & Spoonbills  Threskiornithidae 
African Sacred Ibis     Threskiornis aethiopicus 

Commonly encountered throughout the tour. 

Hadada Ibis      Bostrychia hagedash 

One of the features of the tour! These charismatic and adaptive birds were seen and heard almost daily. 

Voted by the group as their favorite bird of the trip! 

Glossy Ibis      Plegadis falcinellus 

Five birds seen at Strandfontein. 

African Spoonbill     Platalea alba 

Two sightings were had, totaling four birds. 

 

Bitterns & Herons  Ardeidae 
Black-crowned Night Heron   Nycticorax nycticorax 

A single adult was seen briefly at the edge of Rietvlei while driving back to Noordhoek. 

Western Cattle Egret    Bubulcus ibis 

We had regular sightings of these gregarious birds throughout the tour. 

Grey Heron                            Ardea cinerea 

Recorded at wetlands on several days of tour. 

Black-headed Heron               Ardea melanocephala 

We had a few sightings of these birds in grasslands and wetland-edge during the tour. 

Little Egret      Egretta garzetta 

Small numbers were seen at various localities. 

 

Pelicans  Pelecanidae 
Great White Pelican     Pelecanus onocrotalus 

Large numbers were seen while driving south past Rietvlei on our way back to Noordhoek.  

 

Gannets  Sulidae 
Cape Gannet (BE)     Morus capensis 

At least a hundred birds were seen during our Cape pelagic trip. 

 

Cormorants & Shags  Phalacrocoracidae 
Reed (Long-tailed) Cormorant   Phalacrocorax africanus 

This common wetland bird was seen on several days of the tour around fresh-water wetlands. 

Crowned Cormorant (RE)    Phalacrocorax coronatus 

We enjoyed good views of these small cormorants in Simons Town harbor and in False Bay. 
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Bank Cormorant (RE)    Phalacrocorax neglectus 

We had great sightings of this endangered species in False Bay and at Stony Point where they were 

nesting. 

White-breasted (Great) Cormorant  Phalacrocorax lucidus 
NOTE: IOC now splits White-breasted Cormorant from Great Cormorant. 

This large cormorant was seen well in both freshwater and marine habitats. 

Cape Cormorant (BE)    Leucocarbo capensis 

This marine species was abundant off the Western Cape coastline. 

 

Anhingas & Darters  Anhingidae 
African Darter     Anhinga rufa 

This snake-like bird was seen in flight over Rietvlei during our return from the Tankwa Karoo. 

 

Kites, Hawks & Eagles  Accipitridae 
Black-winged Kite     Elanus caeruleus 

This striking raptor was seen on a few occasions from the roadside and in West Coast NP. 

Booted Eagle                                                             Hieraaetus wahlbergi 

Two soaring pale phase birds were seen in the Tankwa Karoo.                                                    

Pale Chanting Goshawk    Melierax canorus 

Around three of these striking raptors were seen in the Tankwa Karoo. 

African Marsh Harrier    Circus ranivorus 

One seen at Abrahamskraal in the West Coast NP.   

Black Harrier (RE)     Circus maurus 

Superb views of two separate males in West Coast NP. 

Yellow-billed Kite                 Milvus aegyptius 

This was the most common bird of prey on the tour. 
NOTE: IOC now splits Yellow-billed Kite from Black Kite. 

African Fish Eagle     Haliaeetus vocifer 

This handsome eagle was seen at a distance in the Tankwa Karoo. 

Jackal Buzzard (RE)     Buteo rufofuscus 

A few of these well-patterned and endemic buzzards were encountered in the Western Cape. 

 

Bustards  Otididae 
Southern Black Korhaan (Bustard) (E)  Afrotis afra 

A male and two females were finally found in West Coast NP in the late afternoon. 

 

Rails, Crakes & Coots  Rallidae 
African Rail      Rallus caerulescens 

Excellent views of a slightly juvenile bird in West Coast NP. 

Black Crake (H)     Amaurornis flavirostra 

We heard this species from within dense reedbeds in West Coast NP. 

Common Moorhen     Gallinula chloropus 

Seen in small numbers at a couple of water-bodies. 

Red-knobbed Coot     Fulica cristata 

Commonly seen in large numbers throughout the tour. 
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Cranes  Gruidae 
Blue Crane (RE)     Grus paradisea 

We had good sightings of South Africa’s national bird near Ceres and en route to West Coast NP. 

 

Thick-knees  Burhinidae 
Spotted Thick-knee (Dikkop)   Burhinus capensis 

A single bird was spotted roosting next to a bush in West Coast NP. 

 

Oystercatchers  Haematopididae 
African (Black) Oystercatcher (RE)  Haematopus moquini 

Several were seen around the Western Cape. 

 

Stilts & Avocets  Recurvirostridae 
Black-winged Stilt     Himantopus himantopus 

This tall wader was seen at West Coast and Strandfontein. 

Pied Avocet      Recurvirostra avosetta 

This elegant wader showed well at the Strandfontein SW and West Coast NP. 

 

Plovers & Lapwings  Charadriidae 
Blacksmith Lapwing     Vanellus armatus 

Seen almost daily! 

Crowned Lapwing     Vanellus coronatus 

Four birds were seen during the drive to West Coast NP. 

Grey (Black-bellied) Plover                                      Pluvialis squatarola 

Around 10 were found in West Coast NP. 

Common Ringed Plover                                           Charadrius hiaticula 

Small numbers seen at West Coast NP. 

Kittlitz’s Plover     Charadrius pecuarius 

Good views of two along the walk to Geelbek Hide, West Coast NP. 

Three-banded Plover    Charadrius tricollaris 

This attractive plover was seen at a small pond en route to West Coast NP. 

 

Sandpipers & Allies  Scolopacidae 
Bar-tailed Godwit     Limosa lapponica 

At least 20 seen in West Coast NP. 

Whimbrel      Numenius phaeopus 

Small numbers seen in West Coast NP. 

Marsh Sandpiper     Tringa stagnatilis 

A singleton was found in West Coast NP. 

Common Greenshank    Tringa nebularia 

A few were seen in West Coast NP. 

Ruddy Turnstone     Arenaria interpres 

Three birds sighted in West Coast NP. 

Sanderling       Calidris alba 
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A few birds seen in the West Coast NP. 

Little Stint                                                                  Calidris minuta 

Around 20 seen in West Coast NP. 

Curlew Sandpiper                                                     Calidris ferruginea 

About 15 seen in the West Coast NP. 

 

Gulls, Terns & Skimmers  Laridae 
Sabine’s Gull      Xema sabini 

About 5 birds were seen in total during our pelagic trip. 

Hartlaub’s Gull (RE)    Chroicocephalus hartlaubii 

These gulls were plentiful along the Western Cape coastline. 

Kelp Gull (RE)     Larus dominicanus 

Large numbers were seen around the Cape Peninsula. 

Caspian Tern      Sterna caspia 

Two of these large terns were seen on consecutive days while driving past Rietvlei. 

Greater Crested (Swift) Tern   Thalasseus bergii 

Huge numbers were seen in False Bay and off Cape Point during our pelagic trip. Also seen in small 

numbers at Strandfontein SW. 

Sandwich Tern     Thalasseus sandvicensis 

Around 20 birds seen in False Bay and out at sea during the pelagic with another individual seen in 

West Coast NP. 

Common Tern                                                           Sterna hirundo 

A couple seen off the Cape with large numbers at a roost in West Coast NP. 

Arctic Tern      Sterna paradisaea 

A few of these pelagic terns were seen behind the trawler during our pelagic trip. 

Whiskered Tern     Chlidonias hybrida 

Around 30 of these handsome terns were seen in breeding plumage at Strandfontein SW. 

 

Skuas & Jaegers  Stercorariidae 
Brown (Antarctic) Skua    Stercorarius antarcticus 

Two birds were seen during the pelagic trip. 

Parasitic Jaeger (Arctic Skua)   Stercorarius parasiticus 

A singleton was seen harassing terns soon after leaving Cape Point during the pelagic trip. 

 

Pigeons & Doves  Columbidae 
Rock Dove (Pigeon) (I)    Columba livia 

Commonly seen throughout human habitation. 

Speckled Pigeon     Columba guinea 

This handsome pigeon was seen on a number of occasions throughout the tour. 

African Olive (Rameron) Pigeon   Columba arquatrix 

Excellent views were had of two birds in Kirstenbosch BG. 

Red-eyed Dove     Streptopelia semitorquata 

This large dove was seen on most days in the Cape. 

Ring-necked (Cape Turtle) Dove                Streptopelia capicola 

Small numbers were seen on three days. 
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Laughing Dove     Streptopelia senegalensis 

A few of these common doves were seen two separate days. 

Namaqua Dove     Oena capensis 

A pair of these attractive doves were seen on the road in West Coast NP. 

 

Typical Owls  Strigidae 
Spotted Eagle-Owl     Bubo africanus 

Incredible, close views were had of a very relaxed bird sitting on a chair in the late afternoon in 

Kirstenbosch BG! Amazing! 

 

Swifts  Apodidae 
Alpine Swift      Tachymarptis melba 

A small flock of around 10 birds were seen at Rooiels. 

African Black Swift     Apus barbatus 

Three birds were seen amongst the latter species at Rooiels. 

Little Swift      Apus affinis 

Small numbers seen around buildings and bridges on two consecutive days. 

White-rumped Swift                                                 Apus caffer 

Small numbers were seen in the Tankwa Karoo. 

 

Mousebirds  Coliidae 
White-backed Mousebird (RNE)   Colius colius 

A pair finally showed well in West Coast NP.  

Red-faced Mousebird     Urocolius indicus 

Two birds were seen briefly in the late afternoon in the Tankwa Karoo. 

 

Bee-eaters  Meropidae 
European Bee-eater                                                  Merops apiaster 

Two birds were seen in the Tankwa Karoo. 

  

Barbets  Ramphastidae 
Acacia Pied Barbet (H)    Tricholaema leucomelas 

This species was heard in the distance at Skitterykloof in the Tankwa Karoo. 

 

Falcons & Caracaras  Falconidae 
Rock (Common/Eurasian) Kestrel   Falco rupicolus 

Good views were had of several birds in West Coast NP with a few more around Rooiels. 
NOTE: IOC splits Rock Kestrel from Common Kestrel, as do most authorities. 

 

Wattle-eyes and Batises  Platysteiridae 
Cape Batis (RE)     Batis capensis 

A vocal male was seen briefly in Harold Porter BG. 

Pririt Batis (RNE)     Batis Pririt 

A pair of these Karoo endemics was seen well at the treetops in the Tankwa Karoo. 
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Bushshrikes & Allies  Malaconotidae 
Bokmakierie (RNE)     Telophorus zeylonus 

This very attractive bushshrike was seen a couple of times at various localities. 

Southern Boubou (RE)    Laniarius ferrugineus 

Another favorite! We enjoyed sightings of two birds during our afternoon in Kistenbosch BG. 

 

Shrikes  Laniidae 
Southern (Common) Fiscal (Shrike)              Lanius collaris 

This common species was recorded on two days with especially good views in the Karoo. 

 

Crows & Jays  Corvidae 
Pied Crow      Corvus albus 

Very common and seen every day. 

White-necked Raven     Corvus albicollis 

This large and impressive corvid was seen well at Rooiels. 

 

Rockjumpers  Chaetopidae 
Cape Rockjumper (E)    Chaetops frenatus 

Excellent views were enjoyed of a lively pair at Rooi Els.  

 

Fairy Flycatchers  Stenostiridae 
Fairy Flycatcher (RE)    Stenostira scita 

Excellent views of several pairs in the Tankwa Karoo. 

 

Tits  Paridae 
(Southern) Grey Tit (RE)    Melaniparus afer 

A nesting pair and a further individual were admired in West Coast NP.  

 

Larks  Alaudidae 
Karoo Lark (E)     Certhilauda albescens 

Good scope views of one in the Tankwa Karoo. 

Large-billed Lark (E)    Galerida magnirostris 

Three seen in the Tankwa Karoo and another two encountered en route to West Coast NP. 

 

Bulbuls  Pycnonotidae 
Cape Bulbul (E)     Pycnonotus capensis 

This endemic bulbul was seen on most days in the Western Cape. 

Sombre Greenbul (H)    Andropadus importunus 

This vocal species was only heard in Kirstenbosch and Harold Porter BG’s. 

 

Swallows & Martins  Hirundinidae 
Black Saw-wing     Psalidoprocne pristoptera 

These smart swallows were seen on several occasions in Kirstenbosch and Harold Porter BG’s. 
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Brown-throated (Plain) Martin              Riparia paludicola 

Good flight and perched views were had in the Tankwa Karoo with a few more seen flitting past at 

Strandfontein SW. 

Banded Martin                                                          Riparia cincta 

Excellent views of two in West Coast NP. 

Barn Swallow                                                            Hirundo rustica 

We saw this migrant during the drive to West Coast NP. 

White-throated Swallow    Hirundo albigularis 

A handsome bird that was seen on several occasions. 

Wire-tailed Swallow     Hirundo smithii 

Only seen briefly in flight on one occasion in the Tankwa Karoo. 

Rock Martin      Ptyonoprogne fuligula 

This brown martin was seen on many occasions. 

Greater Striped Swallow                                          Cecropis cucullata 

We saw this lovely swallow on a few occasions. 

 

Crombecs & African Warblers  Macrosphenidae 
Cape Grassbird (RE)    Sphenoeacus afer 

This vocal bird was seen very well at Rooiels. 

Victorin’s Warbler (E) (H)     Cryptillas victorini 

This incredible skulker was unfortunately only heard despite our best efforts to obtain a view of several 

singing individuals in Harold Porter BG’s. 

 

Reed Warblers & Allies  Acrocephalidae 
Lesser Swamp (Cape Reed) Warbler  Acrocephalus gracilirostris 

Two birds were seen at Abrahamskraal in West Coast NP while another one was seen briefly at 

Strandfontein SW. 

African Reed (Marsh) Warbler                               Acrocephalus baeticatus 

This migrant warbler showed well on two occasions in the Tankwa Karoo. 

 

Grassbirds and Allies  Locustellidae 
Little Rush (African Sedge) Warbler                      Bradypterus baboecala 

Good views were eventually had of a pair at a small pond en route to West Coast NP. 

 

Cisticolas & Allies  Cisticolidae 
Grey-backed Cisticola (RNE)   Cisticola subruficapilla 

Seen on several occasions. 

Levaillant’s Cisticola     Cisticola tinniens 

Brief views were had of two birds near Geelbek in West Coast NP. 

Karoo Prinia (RE)     Prinia maculosa 

These lovely little birds were abundant throughout the Western Cape.  

Namaqua Warbler (Prinia) (RE)                             Phragmacia substriata 

A pair showed finally showed well in Karoopoort, Tankwa Karoo. 

Bar-throated Apalis     Apalis thoracica 

This attractive species was seen well in West Coast NP and at Harold Porter BG. 
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Rufous-eared Warbler (RE)    Malcorus pectoralis 

A pair of these smart birds was seen very well in the Tankwa Karoo. 

Karoo Eremomela (RE)    Eremomela gregalis 

Good views were had of a singleton of this scarce Karoo endemic in the Tankwa Karoo. 

 

Sylviid Babblers  Sylviidae 
Chestnut-vented Warbler (Tit-Babbler) (RNE) Sylvia subcaerulea 

A single bird showed well in the Tankwa Karoo. 

Layard’s Warbler (Tit-Babbler) (RE)  Sylvia layardi 

This scarce and often secretive species showed well in the Tankwa Karoo. 

 

White-eyes  Zosteropidae 
Cape White-eye (RE)    Zosterops capensis 

These little birds were seen daily. 

 

Sugarbirds & Allies  Promeropidae 
Cape Sugarbird (E)     Promerops cafer 

This spectacular Fynbos endemic was seen well on many occasions throughout the Western Cape. 

 

Starlings  Sturnidae 
Common (European) Starling (I)   Sturnus vulgaris 

This introduced pest was unfortunately commonly seen throughout the Western Cape. 

Pied Starling (E)     lamprotornis bicolor 

We found two birds in West Coast NP. 

Red-winged Starling     Onychognathus morio 

Fair numbers were seen at the dock in Simon’s Town and at Rooiels. 

Pale-winged Starling (RNE)    Onychognathus nabouroup 

Two individuals flew overhead while birding in the Tankwa Karoo.   

 

Thrushes  Turdidae 
Olive Thrush (RE)     Turdus olivaceus 

Commonly seen in Kirstenbosch and Harold Porter BG’s. 

 

Chats & Old World Flycatchers  Muscicapidae 
Karoo Scrub Robin (E)    Cercotrichas coryphaeus 

Small numbers were seen in West Coast NP and in the Tankwa Karoo, including several extremely 

confiding individuals, especially in West Coast NP. 

Fiscal Flycatcher (RE)    Sigelus silens 

Pairs were seen at Rooiels and at Harold Porter BG. 

African Dusky Flycatcher    Muscicapa adusta 

Several confiding birds were seen in Harold Porter BG’s. 

Cape Robin-Chat     Cossypha caffra 

A confiding pair was seen at Harold Porter BG. 

Cape Rock Thrush (E)    Monticola rupestris 

A pair was seen briefly upon arrival at Rooiels. 
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Karoo Chat (RNE)     Cercomela schlegelii 

Two were seen in the Tankwa Karoo. 

(Southern Ant-eater) Ant-eating Chat (RNE) Myrmecocichla formicivora 

Two distant birds were found in the Tankwa Karoo. 

Mountain Wheatear (RNE)    Oenanthe monticola 

A few sightings were had in the Tankwa Karoo. 

Capped Wheatear     Oenanthe pileata 

This handsome species was seen from the bus at one of the roadwork stops en route to West Coast NP. 

Familiar Chat     Cercomela familiaris 

Small numbers were seen at scattered localities. 

 

Sunbirds & Spiderhunters  Nectariniidae 
Orange-breasted Sunbird (E)   Anthobaphes violacea 

We had many great views in the Western Cape. 

Amethyst (Black) Sunbird                Chalcomitra amethystina 

A surprise male was seen in flight overhead during our afternoon in Kirstenbosch BG. 

Malachite Sunbird     Nectarinia famosa 

This superb sunbird was first seen at Kirstenbosch and later encountered briefly in the Tankwa Karoo 

and in West Coast NP. 

Southern Double-collared Sunbird (E)  Cinnyris chalybeus 

Large numbers were seen every day in the Western Cape. 

Dusky Sunbird (RNE)    Cinnyris fuscus 

A pair showed very briefly in the Tankwa Karoo. 

 

Old World Sparrows  Passeridae 
House Sparrow     Passer domesticus 

Commonly seen in association with human habitation. 

Cape Sparrow (RNE)    Passer melanurus 

This attractive sparrow was seen on a few occasions.   

 

Weavers & Allies  Ploceidae 
Cape Weaver (E)     Ploceus capensis 

Excellent views were had in and around West Coast NP with another female in Harold Porter BG. 

Southern Masked Weaver     Ploceus velatus 

A few full-breeding plumage birds were seen en route to West Coast NP and in the Tankwa Karoo. 

Southern Red Bishop    Euplectes orix 

These gorgeous birds were seen on several occasions. 

Yellow Bishop (Yellow-rumped Widowbird)          Euplectes capensis 

This brightly-colored species was seen well in West Coast NP and again at Harold Porter BG. 

 

Waxbills & Allies  Estrildidae 
Swee Waxbill (E)     Estrilda melanotis 

This lovely endemic was encountered in fair numbers in Kirstenbosch BG and showed superbly well. 

Common Waxbill     Estrilda astrild 

Excellent views were had of these beauties in Kirstenbosch BG and again in the Tankwa Karoo. 
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Indigobirds  Viduidae 
Pin-tailed Whydah                                  Vidua macroura 

We had two sightings of this eye-catching species. 

 

Wagtails & Pipits  Motacillidae 
Cape Wagtail      Motacilla capensis 

Commonly seen throughout the Cape. 

Cape Longclaw (RE)     Macronyx capensis 

Two of these localized birds were seen briefly in saltmarsh habitat in West Coast NP. 

African Pipit      Anthus cinnamomeus 

A singing and displaying individual was seen at a comfort stop en route from the west coast to 

Noordhoek. 

 

Finches & Allies  Fringillidae 
Common Chaffinch (I)    Fringilla coelebs 

An introduced but beautiful species that was seen on two occasions during our afternoon in 

Kirstenbosch BG. 

Forest Canary (E)     Crithagra scotops 

Small numbers were seen at close range in Kirstenbosch BG. 

Cape Siskin (E)     Crithagra totta 

Several good sightings were had in Harold Porter BG and at Rooiels. 

Yellow Canary (RNE)    Crithagra flaviventris 

Several males and females were seen in the Tankwa Karoo and again in West Coast NP. 

Brimstone (Bully) Canary    Crithagra sulphurata 

A singleton showed briefly in Kirstenbosch BG with better views later on in Harold Porter BG. 

White-throated Canary (RNE)   Crithagra albogularis 

Small numbers were had in the Tankwa Karoo and West Coast NP. 

Cape Canary      Serinus canicollis 

Seen fairly regularly on most days, especially in Harold Porter BG. 

Black-headed Canary    Serinus alario 

A pair of these scarce and nomadic canaries was unfortunately only seen briefly in the Tankwa Karoo. 

 

Buntings  Emberizidae 
Lark-like Bunting     Emberiza impetuani 

A single bird was seen upon entering the Karoo at Karoopoort. 

Cape Bunting (RNE)     Emberiza capensis 

Large numbers were seen daily. One of the dominant calls throughout the Western Cape. 
 

Annotated List of Mammal Species recorded 
 

Nomenclature and taxonomy follows The Field Guide to the Mammals of Southern Africa by Chris & 

Tilde Stuart (2007). 

 

Total species seen: 12 species 
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Mongooses  Herpestridae 
Cape (Small) Grey Mongoose (RE)   Galerella pulverulenta 

Two brief sightings were had in the Western Cape. 

 

Sea Lions  Otariidae 
Afro-Australian (Cape) Fur Seal   Arctocephalus pusillus 

Huge numbers were seen in False Bay and around the trawling grounds. 

 

Rorquals  Balaenopteridae 
Bryde’s Whale     Balaenoptera edeni 

We had a brief sighting of one in False Bay upon returning from our pelagic trip. 

Humpback Whale     Megaptera novaeangliae 

Good views were enjoyed of three individuals during our pelagic trip. 

 

Cattle, Antelopes, Sheep, Goats  Bovidae 
Hartebeest (Kongoni)    Alcelaphus buselaphus 

A small herd was seen upon leaving West Coast NP.       

Klipspringer                                                              Oreotragus oreotragus 

One of these amazing antelopes, translated as “rockjumper” was seen upon our return trip to Rooiels. 

Steenbok      Raphicerus campestris 

A pair was encountered in the drizzle soon after entering West Coast NP. 

Common (Grey/Bush) Duiker   Sylvicapra grimmia 

A singleton was seen in farmland during the drive to West Coast NP. 

Common Eland     Tragelaphus oryx 

Unusually large herds (around 200 individuals) were found in West Coast NP. The world’s heaviest 

antelope! 

       

Hyraxes  Procavidae 
Rock Hyrax (Dassie)     Procavia capensis 

Several of these cute mammals were seen at and around the Stony Point penguin colony in Betty’s Bay. 

 

Baboons & Monkeys  Cercopithecidae 
Chacma Baboon     Papio ursinus 

Troops were regularly seen on two separate dates. 

 

Rats & Mice  Cricetidae & Muridea 
Four-striped Grass Mouse    Rhabdomys pumilio 

A few of these tiny mice were seen scurrying around Kirstenbosch BG and in West Coast National 

Park’s strandveld habitat. 

 

Annotated List of Reptiles 
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Total species seen: 4 species 
 

Agamas  Agamidae 
Southern Rock Agama    Agama atra  

Several of these colorful lizards were seen in West Coast NP and at Stony Point. 

 

Spinytail Lizards  Cordylidae 
Cape Girdled Lizard     Cordylus cordylus 

A few of these lizards were found at Stony Point. 

 

Skinks  Scincidae 
Cape Skink      Trachylepis capensis 

A singleton was seen in West Coast NP. 

 

Tortoises  Testudinidae 
Angulated Tortoise (E)    Chersina angulate 

At least three of these endangered and endemic tortoises were seen during our time in West Coast NP. 
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